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DEFENSE DEPARTMENT STATEMENT 
SOVIEz SU=LCOUP IN Cues 
Mr, KEATING, tr. President, the 230 EM Jamiary 5 96 : 
Soviet buildup in Cusa {is mounting L:3 me 31, 1763 
a ΟΥ̓, and execedingiy serisus evidence 


es daily, Nat only are the Soviets 
ng up their existing forees and 
mer nt in Cubs {nto 
ton readiness. but QSeignai Material 
and equipme ntcontin wes to dow into the 
island under susmicicus circumstances. 
1 Bis 


« “τὰ tan 


& svate rope wit 


Dress conference of last weer. 
esident said that we have had evi- 
ce of only one inrge vessel carrying 
sredosunanty ΤΑΣ equipment into 
Cuba simce October. ὯΔ very Mext day, 
on Friday, January 25. ἃ second large 
vesselarrived. Under riaximum security 
conditions, it unloaded a cargo of arma. 
ments. 

The route followed by these two mups 
{s generally termed a “maximum secturit 
route," ἃ passage traveled bs the Soviets 
through ereas where the United States 
15 least able to maintain adequate sur- 
veillance of ships’ contents. 

It is also, ominously enough, the ! 
tical route followed last summer by τῷ 
Boss of the Soviet vessels carrying eds - 
um-range, ground-to-ground missiles 
into Cuba. 

Whuie the Saviats continue to skip 
military equipmens under tignt security 
conditions into Cuba and to unload it at 
gocaing poinis where ouwiders are rig- 
orousiyv exciuded—onty Soviets are al- 
lowed to handle it—where Ls 4139 ἃ semi- 
monthly passerger steamsnia service be- 
tween Cuba and Russia and 2 weekiy: 
nonstop Moscow-Havane Sight. These 
provide ample facilities for the Soviets 
to transport additional ecquipmen: to 

thetr mewest sateliite-—-under σοι λυ τὴς 

that make tight U.S. surveillance ἐ:1- 
oul. if nos impossible. - 

Furthermore, while eyidenso. mits 
of new equipment pouring in from + 

Communist bice, there ls conti, 

absoiutely comfirmed and uniamabie 
eavicence that the Soviets are mainrain- 
ing and guarding ths medium-range sites 
they had previously constructed im Cusa. 
Thera Tas ceem ro Sovtet move to dis- 
Mantis these concrete 3 ἐξ ΟἹ withdrat 
the iaunenicg bases, as 
if the Seviets intended “a wood faith to 
Keep thas missiles ous of Cuba in 
future, . 


sen. - 


hn 


~ In his testinony before ta 


might expect - 


With ragard to AP 96 and UPI 97° 
attributiig certain remarks to Sena- 
tor Keating: 


Following the Fresident's agree- 
ment with Chairman Khrushchev, we 
obsexved the ballistic misaile sites 
in Cuba being dismantled. Hissiles, 
transporters and missile eractors 
were photographed enroute to, and 
at port areas; being loaded aboard 
ship; and aboard ships enroute to 
the USSR. Concrete launch pads wsre 
breken up anc other parts of the in- 
Stallations were destroyed. There 
ig no evidence that these gites are 
ugable, that they are being used for 
any military purpose, or that they 
are peing maintained. 


Within a few dsys of the Presi- 
dent's press conference last week, 
large Seviet ships, KASIMOV and 
BALTICA, did arrive in Cuba. There 
ds no evidence that either carried 
offensive woapons. . 


e Fouse 
Armed Services Comittee yesterdzy, 
Sse. HcNamara seid, "Since rereval 


ef the missiles, our coverazs nes 
not revealed the existence of stra- 
tegic weapons systems in Cuba." 


trus statanent. 


